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This is my Son,  
  whom I love.  
Listen to him!  
                         M A R K  9 : 7 



 

 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the parishioners of Holy Innocents 
Parish, rooted in and flowing from a deep 
love of God and neighbor, and nourished 
by the Eucharist, pledge to live, proclaim, 
and give witness to the Gospel of Jesus. 
Holy Innocents Parish, a multi-cultural 
community of communities, through the 
richness of our faith and the diversity of our 
gifts, is committed to making Jesus’ vision, 
“that all may be one” a reality. 
 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
We warmly welcome all who have recently 
moved into our parish neighborhood. We 
invite you to contact the parish in order to 
register and receive information about our 
Church. If you are not receiving mailings 
from the parish, you are probably not 
registered yet. Please notify the rectory if 
you changed your address, phone number, 
or if you are moving from the parish. Thank 
you. 
 

BAPTISM 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated at 
1:30 PM on the Second Sunday of the 
month in Spanish and the Third Sunday of 
the month in English. Parents need to 
contact the rectory to set up an appointment 
to make arrangements for the baptism of 
their child and register for the baptismal 
class which is held the First Tuesday of 
each month in Spanish and the Second 
Tuesday of each month in English. 
Baptisms in Vietnamese can be arranged by 
contacting Fr. Vincent. 
 

MATRIMONY 
Couples planning to be married should 
contact one of the priests at their earliest 
convenience but no less than six months 
before the wedding. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Please notify the rectory when someone is 
seriously ill or in the hospital. We will put 
them on the prayer list. Arrangements can 
be made for visits and reception of the 
sacraments. 
 

LEAVING A LEGACY 
Please remember Holy Innocents Church 
in your Will.  Your legacy will help support 
our mission and allow us to serve future 
generations. 
 

 

DECLARACION DE LA MISION 
Nosotros, los feligreses de la parroquia Los 
Santos Inocentes, arraigados en y manando 
de un profundo amor a Dios y al prójimo, y 
alimentados por la Eucaristía, nos 
comprometemos a vivir, proclamar, y dar 
testimonio al Evangelio de Jesucristo. La 
parroquia de Los Santos Inocentes, una 
comunidad multicultural de comunidades, 
por medio de la riqueza de nuestra fe y la 
diversidad de nuestros dones, está dedicada 
a hacer larealidad visión de Jesús, “que 
todos sean uno.”  
 

INSCRIPCION EN LA PARROQUIA 
Bienvenidos a todas las personas nueva que 
viven en la comunidad de nuestra 
parroquia. Les invitamos a ponerse en 
contacto la parroquia para inscribirse o 
recibir información. Si usted no está 
recibiendo correspondencia de la 
parroquia, eso indica que no está inscrito 
todavía. Por favor de tener la bondad de 
avisar a la rectoría si se esta mudando de 
esta parroquia o si hay un cambio del 
numero telefónico o dirección de 
domicilio. Gracias. 
 

EL BAUTISMO 
El sacramento del Bautismo es celebrado a 
la 1:30 PM cada Segundo domingo del mes 
en español y cada tercer domingo del mes 
en inglés. Los padres del niño/a deben pedir 
una cita con la rectoría para ponerse de 
acuerdo con requisitos para el bautismo y 
también inscribirse para la charla pre 
bautismal que se lleva acabo cada primer 
martes del mes en español y cada segundo 
martes del mes en ingles. Los bautismos en 
vietnamita pueden ser arreglados con el 
Padre Vicente. 
 

MATRIMONIO 
Parejas planeando en casarse deben 
comunicarse con uno de los sacerdotes de 
la parroquia lo mas pronto possible, no 
menos de 6 meses antes de la boda. 
 

CUIDADO A LOS ENFERMOS 
Por favor notifique a la rectoria cuando se 
encuentre alguien criticamente emfermo o 
en el hospital. Los pondremos en la lista de 
oracion en la misa. Se puede pedir visitas 
en la casa y hospital y tambien la recepcion 
de los dacramentos. 
 

DEJANDO UN LEGADO 
Por favor recuerden la iglesia de Los 
Santos Inocentes en su Testamento Legal 
(in English Legal Will).  Su Testamento 
Legado—de su Herencia—nos ayudará a 
apoyar nuestra misión y nos permite servir 
a las generaciones futuras. Gracias y que 
Dios los bendiga. 

TUYÊN NGÔN S  M NH 
Chúng tôi, nh ng giáo dân c a giáo x  
Holy Innocents b t ngu n t  và ch y ra t  
m t tình yêu sâu s c c a Thiên Chúa và tha 
nhân, và nuôi d ng b i Thánh Th , cam 
k t s ng rao gi ng và làm ch ng cho Tin 
M ng c a Chúa Giêsu. Giáo x  Thánh 
Innocent , m t c ng ng a v n hóa c a 
các c ng ng , thông qua s  phong phú 
c a c tin và s  a d ng c a nh ng món 
quà c a chúng tôi , cam k t th c hi n t m 
nhìn c a Chúa Giêsu, "r ng t t c  có th  là 
m t" thành hi n th c. 

 
GHI DANH GIA NH P GI O X  

Xin m i Qúy V  nào ch a ghi danh gia 
nh p Giáo X , xin cùng ghi danh tham gia 

i s ng Giáo X  Holy Innocents. Phi u 
ghi danh xin liên l c v i v n phòng Giáo 
X   ghi danh. Kính m i. Qúy v  nào ã 
thay i a ch  ch  , ho c s  i n tho i 
xin báo l i cho Nhà X  bi t càng s m càng 
t t. Chân thành cám n. 
 

BÍ TÍCH R A T I 
Bí Tích R a T i c c  hành lúc 01:30 
chi u vào Chúa Nh t th  hai trong tháng 
cho ng i Tây Ban Nha. Chúa Nh t th  ba 
trong tháng cho ng i M . B  M  và Cha 
M   u c a các Em ph i n v n phòng 
Nhà X  làm h n, i n n và ghi danh theo 
h c l p Giáo Lý. T i Th  Ba thu c tu n th  
nh t trong tháng, l p Giáo Lý dành cho 
ng i Tây Ban Nha. T i Th  Ba thu c tu n 
th  hai trong tháng, l p Giáo Lý dành cho 
ng i M . Riêng v i các gia ình Vi t 
Nam, mu n cho con em ch u Phép Bí Tích 
R a T i, xin liên l c v i Cha Qu n Nhi m 
Vincent Ph m Th  Tùng càng s m càng 
t t, s  i n tho i (215) 743-2600. 
 

BÍ TÍCH HÔN PH I 
Anh Ch  Em nào mu n b c vào i s ng 
hôn nhân, bu c ph i theo h c l p Giáo Lý 
Hôn Ph i và ph i liên l c v i Cha Qu n 
Nhi m ít nh t tr c sáu tháng tr c khi c  
hành L  c i. 
 

BÍ TÍCH X C D U B NH NHÂN 
Nh ng ai au m n ng t i t  gia hay t i các 
b nh vi n. Xin liên l c v i Cha Qu n 
Nhi m. 
 

 L I M T DI S N 
Xin nh  nhà th  Holy Innocents trong di 
chúc c a b n. Di s n c a b n s  giúp h  
tr  s  m nh c a chúng tôi và cho phép 
chúng tôi ph c v  các th  h  t ong lai.



 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 25, 2024              

 
   
 

 
The 4:30 PM Saturday Evening Vigil Mass will be 

celebrated for the people of the parish. 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, February 25, 2024  
  7:30 AM        To Thi Lam 
  9:00 AM        Claire Borchardt  
10:00 AM        Leonard Francis (7th Anniversary) 
11:30 AM(s)    Nelson Torres 
12:00 PM(s)    José y Osiris Tapia & Francisca Baez 
  4:00 PM(v)    Vietnamese New Year Mass 
MONDAY, February 26, 2024  
  6:30 AM       No Intention 
  8:00 AM       All Souls in Purgatory 
TUESDAY, February 27, 2024 (St. Gregory of Narek) 
  6:30 AM       Antoinette Garcia (living) 
  8:00 AM       James Sheeron 
WEDNESDAY, February 28, 2024  
  6:30 AM       No Intention 
  8:00 AM       All Souls in Purgatory 
THURSDAY, February 29, 2024  
  6:30 AM       Isabel Ramirez 
  8:00 AM       All Souls in Purgatory 
FRIDAY, March 1, 2024  
  6:30 AM       Michael, Theresa and Ken Olonovich   
  8:00 AM       A Special Intention 
  8:00 PM       No Intention 
SATURDAY, March 2, 2024 
 8:00 AM        All Souls in Purgatory 
 6:30 PM(s)    Isabel Ramirez  
SUNDAY, March 3, 2024 (Third Sunday of Lent) 
  7:30 AM       John and Claire Chee (living) 
  9:00 AM       Claire Borchardt  
10:00 AM       Francis Kaznica      
11:30 AM(s)   Benefactors of St. Joan of Arc   
12:00 PM(s)   Hermana Elisa Lopez/Special Intention  
 5:00 PM(v)    No Intention 
              
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR DECEASED 
 

Please remember all those who have died and have gone before 
us in the light of faith, especially, Christine Moncrief and 
Richard Anthony Rivera. May they find their ultimate fulfillment 
and rest in God. May the Lord receive them into His Eternal care. 
 

 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Let us remember those who are sick and those who care for them. 

May they receive healing of body, soul and spirit: 
 

Catherine DiCicco, Eleanor Martino, Joan Cassiano, Annie Oraya, Kevin 
Costillo, Virginia Cybolski, Gilberto Vasquez, Frank Joseph, Serafin Rivera, 
Josefa Perez, William Ivey, Lenora Henwood, Gloria, German, Inet Rivera,  
Carmen Williams, Josephine Vara, Nicole Cohen, José Castellano, Concepción 
Neris, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Carlos Garcia, Cheryl Zomchick, Mayra 
Alejandro, Dayan A. Sierra, Steven Stouffer, Pat McGovern, Eric Guzman, 
Ronald Dufour, Sharone Dean, Katie Ventus, Stephanie Johnson, Barbara Jean 
Radecki, Michael Castro, Joseph Hyde, Jennifer P., Augustine Gonzalez, 
Lorraine, Karen, Paul Andrews, Peter Grande, Ed Quintana, Elba Alicea, Phil 
Slavin,  Carmen Vasquez, Richard Hagy, Joseph Leithead, Jenna Leithead, John 
Sohns, Lilly Ortiz, Catherine Zuccato, Rita Dugan, Maria Peña, Nancy 
Fuhrmeister, Dorothy McAnally, Lupe Casimiro, Jacinto Quintana, Dawn Wells, 
Ralph Berarducci, David Hernandez, Michelle Alicea, Camille Quirling, Hal Fass, 
Julie Zusin. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here!” 

Mark 9:5 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I realized once again that you don’t have to climb a mountain to 
have a “mountain-top” experience.  Yes, last Sunday we took 
our catechumens and candidates to the Cathedral Basilica 
of SS. Peter & Paul for the Rite of Election.  Our 8 
catechumens will receive the three initiation sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist on the Easter Vigil.  While 
our 15 candidates will receive Confirmation and the Eucharist 
on that night.  It is a night we are all looking forward to. 
 
   For most of our folks Sunday was the first time that they had 
visited our beautiful Cathedral.  I reminded them to make their 
three wishes upon entering a church for the first time.  And then 
I remembered my first visit to the Cathedral.  It was nearly 44 
years ago, my first year in the seminary.  I was 26 years old and 
attending the Mission Sunday Mass with the entire 
seminary.  Needless to say, I was in awe of the grandeur and 
the beauty of our cathedral that day and each time I entered it 
thereafter.  I would have many moments of Transfiguration, 
saying as Peter did to Jesus, Lord, it is truly good to be here.  Of 
course, THE moment was my ordination to the priesthood on 
May 18, 1985, where I wanted to construct three tents and not 
have that beautiful Saturday morning ever end.  But Jesus did 
say, sorry Tom…it’s time to descend the mountain and be who 
I have called you to be.   
 
   And here we are.  Perhaps that is why I was very happy 
and very proud to have our 23 adults at the Rite of Election 
as part of their journey to become full members of the 
Catholic Church.  They have been faithful in attending class 
and Mass each week and they are now counting the days until 
their “mountain-top” experience on the Easter Vigil when they 
will receive their Easter Sacraments.  
 
   There were several hundred people present for the Rite of 
Election last week.  Those present came from the city of 
Philadelphia and Delaware County.  People from the three other 
counties were present the day before.  I was inspired throughout 
this 60-minute ceremony with the bilingual Liturgy of the Word, 
the beautiful music, Archbishop Pérez’s warmth and welcome, 
and the reverence and attention that our neophytes to the faith 
demonstrated throughout.  I was also powerfully reminded of the 
universality of the Catholic Church.  There were people from 
China, Vietnam, many Spanish speaking countries, Africa and 
African Americans, and yes, a good number of people that look 
like me.  The beautiful diversity of our Church was on full 
display.  I was proud and most grateful for our people to be 
part of this beautiful celebration.  It also did my heart good to 
see our parishioner, Wanda Nouel, who works for the Office of 
Catholic Education, as one of the key organizers of this 
celebration. 
 
   I invite you to please keep our brothers and sisters who will be 
receiving their Easter sacraments in a few short weeks in your 
daily prayers.  At times we can all take our Catholic faith for 
granted.  Our friends remind us that this gift needs to be 
cherished and lived every day of our lives. 
 
Love and prayers,  
Fr. Tom Higgins 
 



PARISHNEWS  

Thank you for your continued support of Holy Innocents 
Parish.  What you give will always be rewarded.

2/18/2024_______________________________$7,455.00
2/19/2023_______________________________$6,813.00
Envelopes Mailed/Used ___________________2397/280

FAST AND ABSTINENCE AND OTHER ACTS 
OF PENANCE FOR LENT 2024

The Bishops of the United States
prescribe, as minimal obligation, that 
all persons who are fourteen years of 
age and older are bound to abstain 
from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, 
on all the Fridays of Lent and Good 
Friday.  Further, all persons eighteen 
years of age and older, up to and
including their fifty-ninth birthday, are 
bound to fast by limiting themselves to a single full 
meal on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday, while 
the other two meals on those days are to be light.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be held in Church every 
Monday Evening at 7:00 PM (in Spanish) and every 
Friday Afternoon at 1:00 PM (in English).

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?
In the words of Pope Francis* Fast from hurting words and say kind words.* Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.* Fast from anger and filled with patience.* Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.* Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Mission of St. Joan of Arc

Lenten Schedule 2024
Stations of the Cross:

Friday 12noon in English
7PM in Spanish

Holy Hour:  every Wednesday, 7PM-8PM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Silent Prayer and 

Scripture Reflection (bilingual)
Opportunity to go to Confession offered on

Wednesday, March 13.
               

Misión de Santa Juana de Arco 2024
Horario Cuaresmal

Estaciones de la Cruz: cada viernes 
12 del mediodía en inglés

7 pm en español

Hora Santa: cada miércoles, 7PM-8PM
Exposición del Santísimo, Oración en Silencio y 

Reflexión Bíblica (bilingüe)
Oportunidad para confesarse será ofrecido el

miércoles, 13 de marzo.

SCHOOLNEWS  

February/March 2024

Monday - 2-26-24 – Reconciliation                        
                  6:00 PM in Church

Friday – 3-1-24 – Terra Nova Testing Begins

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NIGHT

Catholic Charities Night with the Philadelphia Phillies!
Alexander from Holy Innocents

Catholic Charities Night with the Phillies         
Friday, May 31, 2024                                    

Citizens Bank Park                                        
We are excited to announce that Catholic Charities 

Night with the Phillies has been scheduled for Friday, 
May 31st. Join the Catholic Charities Appeal and 

watch the Phillies take on the St. Louis Cardinals. If 
500 tickets are sold, Alexander from Holy 

Innocents Out-of-School Time Program will throw 
out the first pitch of the game and a beneficiary 

program will sing the National Anthem! A portion of 
all tickets sold will go directly to benefit CCA 

beneficiaries. Visitphillies.com/catholiccharitiesnight
to purchase your tickets today.



Holy Innocents
Family and Friends Bingo Night

Tickets are $10.00 per person.
Includes Bingo Card Packet.

10 Games for $10.00
Additional Cards are just $1.00

Prizes worth up to $100
Food and Beverages for Sale.

50/50, Raffle Baskets and door prizes.
Children must sit with parents.

Friday, April 12, 2024
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Holy Innocents Parish Hall

OTHERNEWS

Misa de Sanación
Todos estan invitados a una Misa de Sanación el 
jueves, 29 de febrero al Centro de Padre Pio (Iglesia de 
San Joaquin, 1509 Church St.) a las 7:00 de la noche.  
También, se ofrecerá el sacramento de reconciliación y 
la imposición de manos.  Ven, Espíritu Santo!

Brothers of Borromeo Vocation Camp 
(B.B.V.C.)

March 16, 2024
Young men in Grades 6, 7 & 8 are invited to gather 
on March 16, 2024 for the annual Brothers of 
Borromeo Vocation Camp (B.B.V.C.)!

The day will include great talks, games, activities, 
prayer, and the opportunity for confession.  With 
our theme of “Prepare the Way”, participants 
will learn about St. John the Baptist and discover 
ways that each of us can “make straight the path” for 
Christ.

This long-standing camp, held at Saint Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, is led by the Philadelphia 
seminarians and the Vocation Office for the 
Diocesan Priesthood. The registration fee of $25 
includes a t-shirt and lunch/snacks and the 
registration deadline is Friday, February 23rd.  
Registration information and a flyer are available for 
download below or on our website 
at Heedthecall.org/BBVC.

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
Office for Persons with Disabilities & the

Deaf Apostolate
Sunday, March 10, 2024 at 3:00 pm

Cathedral Basilica SS. Peter and Paul
18th St. & Benjamin Franklin

Philadelphia, PA 19103
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

Archbishop Nelson Pérez
Liturgical Choir

Holy Innocents Young Adult Choir
Reception following

RSVP at www.OPDarchphilly.org
or call 215-587-3530

with number of attendees and
accommodations needed.
Please arrive by 2:30 pm.

Accessible parking available.
Address for Paratransit:

222 N. 17th Street/Phila., PA 19103

COUPLES RETREAT
Date: Saturday, March 9, 2024

    Time: 10 am to 5 pm                                       
Donation:  $25.00 per couple
includes breakfast and lunch

Place: Mother Boniface Center
3501 Solly Ave., Philadelphia

For registration and information:  215-667-2820

faith. action. results.
Please take a rice bowl and support Catholic Relief
Services.  C.R.S. carries out the commitment of the
Bishops of the United States to assist the poor and

vulnerable overseas.

Nazareth Academy High School

PAINT NIGHT for Girls Grades 5th & 6th 

On Friday, March 1, 2024 from 6:30PM to 8:30PM

Scavenger Hunt throughout the school, Pizza and refreshments will 
be served. This is a FREE event!!

To register your daughter for this or upcoming events, please visit:

www.NazarethAcademyHS.org/admissions/visit-us

For any questions, please contact Ashley Figaniak in the Admissions 
Office at 215-268-1026



 

 

Rincón Hispano 
 

 
“¡Maestro, qué a gusto estamos aquí!” 

Marcos 9:5 
 
Queridos amigos, 
 
Una vez más me di cuenta de que no es necesario escalar una 
montaña para tener una experiencia “en la cima de la 
montaña”. Sí, el domingo pasado llevamos a nuestros 
catecúmenos y candidatos a la Catedral Basílica de SS. 
Pedro y Pablo para el Rito de Elección. Nuestros 8 
catecúmenos recibirán los tres sacramentos de iniciación del 
Bautismo, la Confirmación y la Eucaristía en la Vigilia Pascual. 
Mientras que nuestros 15 candidatos recibirán la Confirmación 
y la Eucaristía esa noche. Es una noche que todos esperamos 
con ansias. 
 
    Para la mayoría de nuestra gente, el domingo fue la primera 
vez que visitaron nuestra hermosa Catedral. Les recordé que 
pidieran sus tres deseos al entrar a una iglesia por primera 
vez. Y entonces recordé mi primera visita a la Catedral. Fue 
hace casi 44 años, mi primer año en el seminario. Tenía 26 años 
y asistía a la Misa del Domingo de la Misión con todo el 
seminario. No hace falta decir que quedé asombrado por la 
grandeza y la belleza de nuestra catedral ese día y cada vez 
que entré a ella a partir de entonces. Tendría muchos 
momentos de Transfiguración, diciendo como Pedro a Jesús, 
Señor, qué bueno es estar aquí. Por supuesto, EL momento fue 
mi ordenación sacerdotal el 18 de mayo de 1985, donde quería 
construir tres tiendas de campaña y que esa hermosa mañana 
de sábado no terminara nunca. Pero Jesús dijo, lo siento Tom... 
es hora de descender de la montaña y ser quien te he llamado 
a ser. 
 
    Y aquí estamos. Quizás es por eso que me sentí muy feliz 
y orgulloso de tener a nuestros 23 adultos en el Rito de 
Elección como parte de su viaje para convertirse en 
miembros plenos de la Iglesia Católica. Han sido fieles en 
asistir a clase y a Misa cada semana y ahora están contando 
los días hasta su experiencia “en la cima de la montaña” en la 
Vigilia Pascual cuando recibirán sus Sacramentos Pascuales. 
 
    La semana pasada asistieron varios cientos de personas al 
Rito de Elección. Los presentes procedían de la ciudad de 
Filadelfia y del condado de Delaware. La víspera estuvieron 
presentes personas de los otros tres condados. A lo largo de 
esta ceremonia de 60 minutos, me sentí inspirado por la Liturgia 
de la Palabra bilingüe, la hermosa música, la calidez y 
bienvenida del Arzobispo Pérez, y la reverencia y atención que 
nuestros neófitos a la fe demostraron en todo momento. 
También me recordó poderosamente la universalidad de la 
Iglesia católica. Había gente de China, Vietnam, muchos países 
de habla hispana, África y afroamericanos, y sí, un buen número 
de personas que se parecen a mí. La hermosa diversidad de 
nuestra Iglesia estuvo en plena exhibición. Me sentí orgulloso 
y muy agradecido de que nuestra gente fuera parte de esta 
hermosa celebración. También me hizo bien el corazón ver a 
nuestra feligresa, Wanda Nouel, que trabaja para la Oficina de 
Educación Católica, como una de las organizadoras clave de 
esta celebración. 
 
    Los invito a mantener en sus oraciones diarias a nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas que recibirán sus sacramentos 
pascuales en unas pocas semanas. A veces todos podemos 
dar por sentada nuestra fe católica. Nuestros amigos nos 
recuerdan que este regalo debe ser apreciado y vivido todos los 
días de nuestras vidas. 
 
Amor y oraciones, 
P. Tom Higgins 
 

Góc Vi t 
 

“Rabbi, th t t t khi chúng ta  ây!” 
Mác 9:5 

 
 

B n thân m n, 
 
M t l n n a tôi nh n ra r ng b n không c n ph i leo núi  có 

c tr i nghi m “ nh núi”. Vâng, Chúa nh t tu n tr c 
chúng tôi ã a các tân tòng và các ng viên n V ng 
cung thánh ng SS. Peter & Paul cho Nghi th c b u 
c . 8 tân tòng c a chúng ta s  lãnh nh n ba bí tích khai tâm là 
R a t i, Thêm s c và Thánh Th  vào êm V ng Ph c sinh. 
Trong khi 15 ng viên c a chúng ta s  lãnh nh n Bí tích Thêm 
s c và Thánh Th  vào êm ó. ó là m t êm mà t t c  chúng 
ta u mong ch . 
 
    i v i h u h t m i ng i, Ch  nh t là l n u tiên h  n 
th m Nhà th  xinh p c a chúng tôi. Tôi nh c nh  các em hãy 
th c hi n ba i u c khi b c vào nhà th  l n u tiên. Và r i 
tôi nh  l i l n u tiên n th m Nhà th . ã g n 44 n m trôi 
qua, n m u tiên tôi vào ch ng vi n. Tôi 26 tu i và ang tham 
d  Thánh l  Chúa nh t Truy n giáo cùng toàn th  ch ng vi n. 
Không c n ph i nói, tôi ã kinh ng c tr c s  hùng v  và v  p 
c a thánh ng ngày hôm ó c ng nh  m i l n tôi b c vào 
sau ó. Tôi s  có nhi u kho nh kh c Bi n Hình, nói nh  Phêrô 

ã nói v i Chúa Giêsu, L y Chúa, c  ây th t là t t lành. 
T t nhiên, th i i m ó là lúc tôi th  phong linh m c vào ngày 
18 tháng 5 n m 1985, lúc ó tôi mu n d ng ba chi c l u và 
không bao gi  k t thúc bu i sáng Th  B y p tr i ó. Nh ng 
Chúa Giê-su ã nói, xin l i Tom… ã n lúc xu ng núi và tr  
thành con ng i mà Ta ã kêu g i b n tr  thành. 
 
    Và chúng tôi  ây. Có l  ó là lý do t i sao tôi r t vui và 
r t t  hào khi có 23 ng i l n c a chúng tôi tham d  Nghi 
th c b u c  nh  m t ph n trong hành trình tr  thành thành 
viên chính th c c a Giáo h i Công giáo. Các em ã trung 
thành tham d  l p h c và Thánh l  m i tu n và gi  ây các em 

ang m t ng ngày cho n tr i nghi m “ nh núi” trong êm 
V ng Ph c Sinh khi các em s  lãnh nh n các Bí tích Ph c Sinh. 
 
    Có hàng tr m ng i có m t trong Nghi th c b u c  vào tu n 
tr c. Nh ng món quà n t  thành ph  Philadelphia và Qu n 
Delaware. Ng i dân t  ba qu n khác ã có m t t  ngày hôm 
tr c. Tôi ã c truy n c m h ng trong su t bu i l  kéo dài 
60 phút này v i Ph ng v  L i Chúa song ng , âm nh c tuy t 
v i, s  n ng nhi t và chào ón c a c T ng Giám m c Pérez 
c ng nh  s  tôn kính và quan tâm mà các tân tòng c a chúng 
ta i v i c tin ã th  hi n xuyên su t. Tôi c ng c nh c 
nh  m t cách m nh m  v  tính ph  quát c a Giáo h i Công 
giáo. Có nh ng ng i n t  Trung Qu c, Vi t Nam, nhi u 
n c nói ti ng Tây Ban Nha, ng i Châu Phi và ng i M  g c 
Phi, và vâng, có r t nhi u ng i trông gi ng tôi. S  a d ng p 

 c a Giáo h i chúng ta ã c th  hi n y . Tôi t  hào 
và bi t n nh t khi ng i dân c a chúng tôi c tham gia 
vào l  k  ni m p  này. Tôi c ng vui m ng khi th y giáo 
dân c a chúng ta, Wanda Nouel, ng i làm vi c cho V n phòng 
Giáo d c Công giáo, là m t trong nh ng ng i t  ch c chính 
c a l  k  ni m này. 
 
    Tôi m i g i các b n vui lòng dành l i c u nguy n hàng ngày 
cho các anh ch  em c a chúng tôi, nh ng ng i s  lãnh nh n 
Bí tích Ph c sinh trong vài tu n ng n ng i n a. ôi khi t t c  
chúng ta u có th  coi c tin Công giáo c a mình là i u 
hi n nhiên. B n bè nh c nh  chúng ta r ng món quà này c n 

c trân tr ng và s ng ng m i ngày trong cu c i chúng 
ta. 
 
Tình yêu và nh ng l i c u nguy n, 
Cha. Tom Higgins 
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CH NG TRÌNH SINH HO T

C A C NG OÀN
(Vào các chi u Chúa Nh t)
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TÂN TÒNG & HÔN PH I
Lúc:      Sau Thánh L  Chúa Nh t
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CHA QU N NHI M:
L. M VINCENT PH M TH  TÙNG: 267-243-1526

Bài Ð c I: St 22, 1-2. 9a. 10-13. 15-18
“C a hi n t  c a Abraham T  ph  chúng ta”.

Trích sách Sáng Th .
Trong nh ng ngày y, Chúa th  Abraham và nói v i 
ông r ng: “Abraham, Abraham!” Ông áp l i: “D , con 
ây”. Chúa nói: “Ng i hãy em Isaac, a con m t 

yêu d u c a ng i, và i n t Moria,  ó ng i s  
dâng nó làm c a l  toàn thiêu trên núi Ta s  ch  cho 
ng i”.
Khi hai ng i n n i Chúa ã ch , Abraham làm m t 
bàn th  và ch t c i lên, r i trói Isaac l i, t lên bàn 
th  trên ng c i. Abraham gi  tay l y dao  sát t  
con mình. B y gi  thiên th n Chúa t  tr i g i ông r ng: 
“Abraham, Abraham!” Ông th a l i: “D , con ây”. 
Ng i nói: “Ð ng gi t con tr  và ng ng n nó, vì 
gi  ây ta bi t ng i kính s  Chúa, n n i không t  
ch i dâng a con duy nh t cho Ta”. Abraham ng c 
m t lên, th y sau l ng mình có con c u c ang m c 
s ng trong b i cây, Abraham li n b t nó và t  l  thay 
cho con mình. Thiên th n Chúa g i Abraham l n th  
hai và nói r ng: “Chúa phán: Ta th  r ng: vì ng i ã 
làm i u ó, ng i không t  ch i dâng a con duy 
nh t c a ng i cho Ta, nên Ta chúc phúc cho ng i, 
Ta cho ng i sinh s n con cái ông úc nh  sao trên 
tr i, nh  cát bãi bi n; miêu du  ng i s  chi m c a 
thành c a quân ch, và m i dân t c trên m t t s  

c chúc phúc n i miêu du  ng i, vì ng i ã vâng 
l i Ta”.
Ðó là l i Chúa.

Bài Ð c II: Rm 8, 31b-34
“Thiên Chúa không dung tha chính Con mình”.
Trích th  Thánh Phaolô Tông  g i tín h u 

Rôma.
Anh em thân m n, n u Thiên Chúa ng h  chúng ta, 
thì ai có th  ch ng l i chúng ta? Ng i không dung tha 
chính Con mình, nh ng l i phó thác Con vì t t c  chúng 
ta, há Ng i l i ch ng ban cho chúng ta m i s  cùng 
v i Con c a Ng i sao? Ai s  t  cáo nh ng k  Chúa 
ch n? (Ch ng l  là) chính Chúa, Ð ng làm cho nên 
công chính? Ai s  k t án? (Ch ng l  là) Ð c Giêsu Kitô, 
Ð ng ã ch t và h n n a ã s ng l i, ang ng  bên 
h u Thiên Chúa, c ng ang bi n h  cho chúng ta? Ðó 
là l i Chúa

Bài Ð c II: Rm 8, 31b-34
“Thiên Chúa không dung tha chính Con mình”.

Trích th  Thánh Phaolô Tông  g i tín h u 
Rôma.
Anh em thân m n, n u Thiên Chúa ng h  chúng ta, 
thì ai có th  ch ng l i chúng ta? Ng i không dung tha 
chính Con mình, nh ng l i phó thác Con vì t t c  chúng 
ta, há Ng i l i ch ng ban cho chúng ta m i s  cùng 
v i Con c a Ng i sao? Ai s  t  cáo nh ng k  Chúa 
ch n? (Ch ng l  là) chính Chúa, Ð ng làm cho nên 
công chính? Ai s  k t án? (Ch ng l  là) Ð c Giêsu Kitô, 
Ð ng ã ch t và h n n a ã s ng l i, ang ng  bên 
h u Thiên Chúa, c ng ang bi n h  cho chúng ta? Ðó 
là l i Chúa

Phúc Âm: Mc 9, 1-9
“Ðây là Con Ta r t yêu d u”.

Tin M ng Chúa Giêsu Kitô theo Thánh Marcô.
Khi y, Chúa Giêsu a Phêrô, Giacôbê, và Gioan i 
riêng v i Ng i lên núi cao, và Ng i bi n hình tr c 
m t các ông, và áo Ng i tr  nên chói l i, tr ng tinh 
nh  tuy t, không th  gi t nào trên tr n gian có th  gi t 
tr ng n th . R i Êlia và Môsê hi n ra và àm o v i 
Chúa Giêsu. B y gi  Phêrô lên ti ng th a Chúa Giêsu 
r ng: “L y Th y, chúng con c  ây thì t t l m. 
Chúng con xin làm ba l u, m t cho Th y, m t cho 
Môsê, và m t cho Êlia”. Phêrô không rõ mình nói gì, vì 
các ông u ho ng s . Lúc ó có m t ám mây bao 
ph  các Ngài, và t  ám mây có ti ng phán r ng: “Ðây 
là Con Ta r t yêu d u, các ng i hãy nghe l i Ng i”. 
B ng nhìn chung quanh, các ông không còn th y ai 
khác, ch  còn m t mình Chúa Giêsu v i các ông. Và 
trong lúc t  trên núi i xu ng, Chúa Giêsu ra l nh cho 
các ông ng thu t l i cho ai nh ng i u v a xem 
th y, tr c khi Con Ng i t  cõi ch t s ng l i. Các ông 
tuân l i c n d n ó, nh ng v n t  h i nhau: “T  trong
cõi ch t s ng l i ngh a là gì?”
Ðó là l i Chúa.



Second Sunday of Lent

I Surrender
Loving Father,
I come before you,
asking for your mercy.
May my faith be as strong
as that of Abraham.
Grant me steadfastness this Lent,
in my pursuit of a deeper prayer life.
Free me from obstacles
that keep me from you.
May I find peace in your presence.
Through Christ our Lod. Amen.

Sunday, February 25, 2024
Continued Change 

Today’s readings: Genesis 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18; Psalm 
116:10, 15, 16–17, 18–19; Romans 8:31b–34; Mark 9:2–10. 
In today’s Gospel, Peter, James, and John glimpse Jesus’ 
glory as he is transfigured before them on the mountaintop. 
Peter, intent on staying at the site of their beatific vision of 
Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, suggests that three tents be made. 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here,” he tells Jesus. 

Each week we participate in a mystery as we take part 
in Sunday Mass. There, as the Eucharistic Prayer is prayed, 
the bread and the wine become the Body and Blood of 
Christ. But the elements of bread and wine are not all that 
are transformed during the liturgy. In the Eucharistic Prayer, 
it is also prayed that we “may become one body, one spirit 
in Christ.” When we are especially attentive to the prayers, 

songs, and gestures of the liturgy, we may say to ourselves 
and one another, “It is good that we are here.” Transformed 
by the liturgy, we leave the church to bring the presence of 
Christ and the Word of God into the world.

Just as the apostles could not stay with Jesus on the 
mountaintop, the faithful cannot remain in the church. As 
the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy states, “The renewal in the eucharist of the covenant 
between the Lord and his people draws the faithful into the 
compelling love of Christ and sets them on fire.” Our mis-
sion, as we leave the liturgy, is to testify to God’s love, 
bringing hope to those facing difficult times. We make 
Christ known as we accompany others.
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This Week at Home
Monday, February 26
Forgiven
“Forgive and you will be forgiven,” Jesus tells his followers 
in today’s Gospel. As Jesus preaches mercy, he explains that 
the actions of others will reflect our actions. Only if we are 
willing to forgive will we be forgiven. During this week, 
consider whom you need to forgive and from whom you need 
to request forgiveness. Today’s readings: Daniel 9:4b–10; 
Psalm 79:8–9, 11, 13; Luke 6:36–38.

Tuesday, February 27
A Just, Humble Life
Both the first reading and the Gospel today give instructions 
on how to live. In the reading from Isaiah, the Lord instructs 
“to make justice your aim,” aid the orphan and widow, and 
right wrongs. Jesus tells his followers to live with humility. 
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever hum-
bles himself will be exalted.” When we do good things, we 
should not seek recognition. Today, strive to forward the 
kindnesses you have received. That might be done by buying 
coffee for a coworker, assisting a friend, or doing another’s 
chore. Such acts can be testimonies of God’s love. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 1:10, 16–20; Psalm 50:8–9, 16bc–17, 21, 
23; Matthew 23:1–12.

Wednesday, February 28
Distractions
Today we are reminded of what we are preparing for: Jesus’ 
passion, death, resurrection, and ascension. During this 
season we make promises of things we will sacrifice, yet 
sometimes we become distracted. We are being called to 
transform our hearts and our lives for the service of our 
Lord. Today sit with your family and discuss how all can 
remain attentive to the message of God. What are some of 
the distractions in your life? How can you overcome them? 
Today’s readings: Jeremiah 18:18–20; Psalm 31:5–6, 14, 
15–16; Matthew 20:17–28.

Thursday, February 29
Making Good Choices
The Gospel from Luke today presents the story of the rich 
man who ignored the needs of the poor man lying at his 
door. After death, the poor Lazarus lived in comfort while 
the rich man was in torment. Our daily choices can lead us to 
God or away from God. Consider whose needs you ignore 
while allowing yourself to eat your fill. Today’s readings: 
Jeremiah 17:5–10; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4, 6; Luke 16:19–31.

Friday, March 1
Families
In today’s account of Joseph, the youngest son of Jacob, we 
see an example of jealousy building among brothers until 
they sell Joseph to foreigners. The eleven brothers appreci-
ated neither their father’s preferential treatment of Joseph nor 
their brother’s dreams and wanted to be rid of him. Are there 
unresolved tensions in your family that are eroding relation-
ships? Examine whether you play a part in the harm or heal-
ing in this family dynamic. Today’s readings: Genesis 
37:3–4, 12–13a, 17b–28a; Psalm 105:16–17, 18–19, 20–21; 
Matthew 21:33–43, 45–46.

Saturday, March 2
The Love of God
It is no secret the lengths to which God goes to show us his 
love. We know he wants to be in relationship with us, but 
sometimes we are reluctant. The moment we say yes to the 
relationship, God showers us with many blessings. The psalm 
tells us that God overlooks shortcomings and forgives sins. 
Today recite the psalm, and with each verse, pause to feel the 
love and presence of God. Today’s readings: Micah 7:14–15, 
18–20; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 9–10, 11–12; Luke 15:1–3, 
11–32.



Segundo Domingo 
de Cuaresma

Me entrego
Amado Padre,
ante ti vengo,
misericordia te pido.
Haz que mi fe sea tan fuerte 

como la de Abraham.
Concédeme entereza esta Cuaresma,
para abocarme a una vida de oración 

más profunda.
Líbrame de los obstáculos 

que me separan de ti.
Concédeme la paz en tu presencia.
Por Cristo nuestro Señor. Amén.

Domingo, 25 de febrero de 2024
Cambio constante 

Lecturas del día: Génesis 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18; Salmo 
116:10, 15, 16–17, 18–19; Romanos 8:31b–34; Marcos 
9:2–10. En el evangelio de hoy, Pedro, Santiago y Juan vis-
lumbran la gloria de Jesús al transfigurarse este ante ellos en 
la cima de la montaña. Con la intención de permanecer ante 
la visión de Jesús, Moisés y Elías, Pedro sugiere armarles 
tres carpas. “Maestro, ¡qué bien se está aquí!”, le dice a Jesús. 

Cada semana participamos de un misterio del que for-
mamos parte en la misa dominical. Ahí, al rezar la Plegaria 
eucarística, el pan y el vino se convierten en el Cuerpo y en 
la Sangre de Cristo. Pero los elementos de pan y vino no es 
todo lo que se transforma durante la liturgia. En la Plegaria 
eucarística también rezamos que “seamos un cuerpo, un 

espíritu en Cristo”. Cuando prestamos atención especial a 
las oraciones, a los himnos y a los gestos de la liturgia, tal 
vez nos digamos, “¡Qué bien se está aquí!”.

Así como los apóstoles no podían quedarse con Jesús 
en lo alto de la montaña, los fieles tampoco pueden quedarse 
en la iglesia. Como nos dice la Constitución sobre la Sagrada 
Liturgia del Vaticano II: “[L]a renovación de la Alianza del 
Señor con los hombres en la Eucaristía enciende y arrastra 
a los fieles a la apremiante caridad de Cristo” (SC, 10). Al 
salir de la liturgia nuestra misión es dar testimonio del amor 
de Dios y así infundir esperanza en quienes pasan por mo-
mentos difíciles.
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Esta semana en casa
Lunes, 26 de febrero
El perdón
“Perdonen y serán perdonados”, dice Jesús a sus seguidores 
en el evangelio de hoy. Jesús predica la compasión y explica 
que las acciones ajenas reflejan las acciones propias. Seremos 
perdonados si y sólo si estamos dispuestos a perdonar. 
Durante esta semana considere a quién necesita pedir perdón. 
Lecturas de hoy: Daniel 9:4b–10; Salmo 79:8–9, 11, 13; 
Lucas 6:36–38.

Martes, 27 de febrero
Siempre el bien
Tanto la primera lectura como el evangelio de hoy nos dan 
instrucciones para vivir. En la lectura de Isaías, el Señor nos 
instruye a buscar el derecho, ayudar al huérfano y a la viuda, 
a obrar bien. Jesús dice a sus seguidores que vivan con 
humildad. “Quien se alaba será humillado, quien se humilla 
será alabado”. Cuando obramos bien, no debemos esperar 
reconocimiento. Hoy intente compartir la bondad que ha 
recibido: invítele un café a un colega, ayude a un amigo o 
haga la tarea por otra persona. Tales actos serían testimonios 
del amor de Dios. Lecturas del día: Isaías 1:10, 16–20; 
Salmo 50:8–9, 16bc–17, 21, 23; Mateo 23:1–12.

Miércoles, 28 de febrero
Las distracciones
El día de hoy nos hacen recordar la razón por la que nos pre-
paramos: la pasión, muerte, resurrección y ascensión de 
Jesús. En el transcurso de esta temporada prometemos sacri-
ficar cosas; sin embargo, a veces nos distraemos. Estamos 
llamados a transformar el corazón y la vida al servicio del 
Señor. Hoy hable con su familia sobre cómo pueden todos 
mantenerse enfocados en el mensaje de Dios. ¿Qué lo está 
distrayendo de su vida? ¿Cómo superar tales distracciones? 
Lecturas del día: Jeremías 18:18–20; Salmo 31:5–6, 14, 
15–16; Mateo 20:17–28.

Jueves, 29 de febrero
Adoptar las opciones correctas
Hoy el pasaje del relato lucano presenta la historia del rico 
que ignoró las necesidades del pobre que yacía a las puertas 
de aquél. Tras morir, el pobre Lázaro se halló entre comodi-
dades mientras que el rico estaba en un tormento. Las deci-
siones diarias pueden llevarnos a Dios o pueden alejarnos 
de él. Piense de quién han sido las necesidades que usted 
ha ignorado mientras se rodea de comodidades. Las lecturas 
del día: Jeremías 17:5–10; Salmo 1:1–2, 3, 4, 6; Lucas 
16:19–31.

Viernes, 1 de marzo
Familias
El relato sobre José, el menor de los hijos de Jacob, es un 
ejemplo de los celos que van en aumento entre los hermanos 
hasta que se desbordan cuando ellos lo venden a unos extran-
jeros. A ninguno de los once hermanos les gustaba que el 
padre le diera trato preferente a José, ni tampoco los sueños 
de este; querían librarse de él. ¿Hay en su familia algún tipo 
de tensión no resuelta que esté dañando la relación? 
Pregúntese si usted forma parte del problema o de la solución 
de esa situación familiar. Lecturas del día: Génesis 37:3–4, 
12–13a, 17b–28a; Salmo 105:16–17, 18–19, 20–21; Mateo 
21:33–43, 45–46.

Sábado, 2 de marzo
El amor de Dios
No es ningún secreto hasta qué punto Dios nos muestra su 
amor. Sabemos que él quiere relacionarse con nosotros; a 
veces, sin embargo, nos mostramos reacios a ello. En el 
momento en que decimos que sí a la relación, Dios nos da 
muchas bendiciones. El salmo nos dice que Dios hace caso 
omiso de las flaquezas y que perdona el pecado. Hoy, recite 
el salmo y en cada verso, haga una pausa para sentir el amor 
y la presencia de Dios. Lecturas del día: Miqueas 7:14–15, 
18–20; Salmo 103:1–2, 3–4, 9–10, 11–12; Lucas 15:1–3, 
11–32.
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